AP GOVERNMENT ASSIGNMENT: “Follow The Money”

1.
To answer the questions, you need to access a website that is the top site for campaign money information. It is called Open Secrets, and it is one of the most thorough sites on the subject on campaign finance.
2.
On the opening page, you will be offered a variety of options. On the top of the page, click on “Influence and Lobbying.” When you do, click on industries.
3. 
Once there, it allows you to look at an alphabetical list of around 20 interests. Click on that, and it will direct you to a series of links. For this assignment, you can choose from three: Commercial Banks, Oil and Gas, and Pharmaceuticals.

4.
Click on the industry you have chosen, and you will be directed to a home page for that industry. In the top navigation buttons, you will see top recipients. Click on that button, which will direct you to the top 20 recipients of money from that industry. At top, you will see a pull-down menu that allows you to look at a variety of “Top 20” lists. Please use the menu to select “Members of the House.”

5.
You can now use this information to answer many of your questions. For some of the questions, however, you must look at the committees for each industry. To do this, return to the main page, and it allows you to see which congressmen serve on each committee. To do this, click on the “committees” link near the left of the page (below the heading “Politicians and Elections”).

6.
Here are the committees you should look at, as they have jurisdiction over the industries listed above:


*
Banking>>>>FINANCIAL SERVICES


*
Oil and Gas>>>>NATURAL RESOURCES


*
Pharmaceuticals>>>>ENERGY AND COMMERCE
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, USE THE CONTACT FORM ON THE WEBSITE…HAPPY HUNTING!!!

CONGRESS AND COMMITTEES--FOLLOW THE MONEY

1.
LIST THE NAME OF THE INDUSTRY YOU INVESTIGATED: 


__________________________ 

2.
LIST THE NAMES OF THE TOP FIVE RECIPIENTS (IN THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES) OF MONEY FROM THAT INDUSTRY:


*


*


*


*


*

3
THE TOP 20 RECIPIENTS ARE LISTED. THERE ARE ________ REPUBLICANS 
AND __________ DEMOCRATS. 

TO WHAT DO YOU ACCOUNT FOR THIS PHENOMENON? 

4.
WHAT COMMITTEE WOULD YOU PRESUME TO BE THE ONE MOST LIKELY 
TO REGULATE THE INDUSTRY IN QUESTION? 

5.
HOW MANY MEMBERS OF THAT COMMITTEE ARE IN THE TOP 20 
RECIPIENTS OF MONEY FROM YOUR INDUSTRY?

6.
WHAT MIGHT BE THREE REASONS WHY THE INDUSTRY WOULD DONATE MASSIVE SUMS OF MONEY TO PEOPLE OUTSIDE OF THEIR REGULATING COMMITTEE? 


* 


*


*

7.
IN A PARAGRAPH, EXPLAIN HOW THE PHENOMENON OF "IRON TRIANGLES" IS EVIDENCED BY THE CAMPAIGN FINANCE DATA YOU HAVE READ TODAY? 

